
the light
News and Insight for Architects, Specifiers, Surveyors and Facilities Managers February 2021

structura is 30!
I’m delighted to say that 2021 means we’re now into our 30th 
year of trading as a limited company! 

Several of our staff have been with us since day one and will 
testify as to the hard work and dedication in getting here. 
Every year has had its challenges but the business has been 
progressing from strength to strength, developing an enviable 
reputation as experts in what we do throughout our industry 
which has made for such a rewarding journey so far. We’re 
now operating from three premises with over 100 staff from 
over 15 nationalities. We don’t often have a chance to reflect 
on our progress but are very proud of what we’ve collectively 
built. 

Just announced in time to make this newsletter, we’ve 
received confirmation that three of the projects we’ve been 
involved with have been shortlisted for the 2021 AJ Retrofit 
Awards. These are the Watt Institution (more on pg 3) as well 
as the Bath School of Art and Design and 22 Worple Road, 
Wimbledon. Fingers crossed for all of them!

Looking forward, we’re continuing to secure some engaging 
orders also and our enquiries remain strong. Projects include 
landmark locations such as Selfridges Oxford Street and Grade 
II listed Camden Town Hall, as well as large glazing renovations 
at 280 Bishopsgate and The Courtyard, Wimbledon. Here’s to 
making the next 30 years as successful!

Kind regards, 
Manny Patel MD - Structura UK
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Procession House
Ludgate Hill, London
Working in central London, as we so often do, presents unique 
logistical challenges for us to overcome, and our works at 
Procession House on Ludgate Hill were no exception to this. This 
renovation project – by John Robertson Architects and working for 
ISG – is in the shadow of St Pauls Cathedral and had a tight delivery 
programme from the outset.

With roughly 10,000 sq metres of office space over five floors, and 
on the corner of two heavily congested roads and straddling City 
Thameslink station, we needed to be at the top of our game for this 
one to ensure we delivered our works to schedule.

We replaced the glazing throughout with curtain wall, windows and 
doors as well as designing and supplying the decorative pressed 
metal work and copings. The tight radius of the curved elevation 
meant we had to source the glass from Cricursa in Spain, while the 
size of the transoms and glazed units at up to 4m long took all of 
our experience to install without issue. We hope you’d agree that 
the finished project looks outstanding.

READ MORE...

Marathon House
Marylebone, London
This was a significant project for us here as Marathon House, a large 
Grade II listed building on Marylebone Road, was the first in England 
to be constructed with an ‘American style’ full glazed bespoke 
unitsed curtain wall façade. This was the start of glass skyscrapers 
in the UK, having originally been built for the Wakefield Castrol oil 
company in 1960 and modelled on NYC’s architectural revolution of 
this style. We spent a full 18 months of preparation for our works, 
before hitting site in July last year to carry out the façade repairs, 
following a fire in an 11th floor apartment.

This is a perfect example of the type of project for which we 
are the specialists. A huge amount of detailed planning and 
design interrogation was needed for this, coupled with our on-
site expertise. It took the combined experience of our team - 
draughtsman, fabrication, contracts manager and site manager - to 
develop the final design and installation methodology, to enable 
our ‘first time right’ delivery. Yet again our 3D printer was invaluable, 
helping to develop our prototype designs which were then checked 
for compatibility against the original system ahead of extruding in 
aluminium. A fascinating project to have been involved with.

READ MORE...



100 Liverpool Street 
Broadgate, London
Over the last 30 years, we’ve come to know first-hand the value of 
our skilled fabricators and state of the art factory. Our team are 
now supported by multi-axis CNC and bespoke tooling machines, 
but these still need a skilled hand to programme and a keen eye 
for detail. This has not only enabled us to take ownership of our 
projects from design, through manufacture to installation but also 
to fabricate specialist works on behalf of some of Europe’s leading 
curtain wall system manufacturers. A great example is here at 100 
Liverpool Street, where we created this stunning glazed atrium 
roof using RAICO Therm+ A-I 56, provided as supply only works 
for another specialist façade contractor to install as part of their 
secured contract.

With each and every cut bespoke and of a different angle due to the 
elliptical design, it was complicated and time-consuming to create. 
It is the centrepiece of the building, sitting atop 40,200 sq metres 
of light and airy offices and 8,500 sq metres of new shops and 
boutiques spanning three levels. Designed by Hopkins Architects 
and Universal Design Studio, the redevelopment is the first ultra-
low carbon building for Broadgate and the first major development 
in the UK to have a converged network and smart-enabled 
infrastructure.

READ MORE...

Watt INSTITUTION  
Greenock, Scotland 
The McLean Museum and Art Gallery, part of the Watt Library 
in Greenock, has reopened following a three-year £2m 
refurbishment using Kalwall® translucent cladding at its heart. 

Much of the refurbishment hinged around the problem of the 
original large glass roof over the atrium. Following a previous 
renovation, the glass roof had to be covered with multiple 
layers of black paint to block out daylight which was causing 
damage to the museum exhibits. To solve this and to bring 
more light into the interior, Collective Architecture specified 
Kalwall to replace the existing glass running the length of the 
central atrium to transmit diffused daylight deep into the space 
below. Kalwall’s unique structure deflects harmful UV-A and 
UV-B rays for the lifetime of the product, while achieving an 
impressive U-value of 0.57W/m2K.

We’re proud to say that this transformative project has just 
made the shortlist for this year’s AJ Retrofit Awards 2021.

READ MORE...
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WOOD WHARF
Canary Wharf, London
Our refinishing team have been renovating 
the hundreds of balconies on this residential 
property in Canary Wharf, overseen by the 
Canary Wharf Group. 

As you can see, this is a large project comprising 
work on hundreds of apartments. Where 
needed on this new-build, we’ve been respraying 
and correcting defects or damage to all of the 
balconies, side panels and doors following their 
installation. Making minor corrections such as 
these require patience and care to colour-match 
the metallic colour perfectly. 

It’s no small task and many of our teams have 
been on-site completing various sections.

READ MORE...
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Got a project you’d like 
to discuss? Want to 
find out more about 
Structura or Kalwall?

a brief guide
If you are at the early stages of scoping or specifying a project, 
you probably know how long it can take to gather together 
all the information you need; from company and financial 
information to policies, sample projects and certifications.

We’ve made the process easier for you by publishing our  
‘Brief Guide’ which gives you all the information about 
Structura in one easy-to-access document including:

• Health & Safety Policies
• Quality & Contract Management Information  

Schedule of Insurances
• Key Personnel
• Financial & Company Information Environmental Policy
• Industrial Information
• Accreditations & Certifications


